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dren of the Hammond community, as well as

throughout the state, is worthy of the highest

Name City and state Population Name City and state Population commendation.
Carl Amento ..... Hamden, CT ... 57,581 46,722,006 —
John DeStefano New Haven, CT 123,626 nital sienator
Michael Watoupy c1 wen TRIBUTE TO ELROY “CRAZYLEGS"”
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ocky Randels ape Canaveral, X
Jeff Perlman . Delray Beach, FL 60,020 RECOGNIZING THE MANY ACCOM-
Ty e Buss ainesyil, FL Sy PLISHMENTS OF THE HAMMOND HON. TAMMY BALDWIN
ﬂar[:gsﬁw;;?;;/ :('e;,',wes;,FiL lgg,i% COUNCIL PARENT TEACHER AS- OF WISCONSIN
Gary Frankel ... North Lauderdaie, FL 52264 SOCIATION IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
John Marks Tallah fL 150,624 —
Shirley Clarke Franklin . Atlanta, GA .. 4,112,646 Tuesday, February 10, 2004
Patsy Jo Hillard East Point, GA 39,595 HON. PETER J- VISCLOSKY Yy y K
Jeremy Harris Honolulu, HI, .. 395,327 Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
Arlene Mulder Arlington Heights 76,031 OF INDIANA ; R
Lorraine Morton Evanston, Lo 74239 IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES pay ftribute to the great life of Elroy
Ralph W. Conner Maywood, IL 26,987 d b “Crazylegs” Hirsch. On January 28, 2004,
Sealt Kine ... o N T 631,52 Tuesday, February 10, 2004 Wisconsin lost a true state icon, but Crazylegs
Jerry E. Abramson Iéouivsville, KY . 69%,6% Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with leaves his rich legacy in the hearts of all Wis-
ey Newn e A sy, great honor and pleasure that | stand before consinites.
]’hﬁmss N{enino gosialtm Mﬁb\/IA sg%é}l you today to recognize the many accomplish- Elroy Hirsch was born in Wausau, WI and
Michasl Sulivas Cambridze. MA 10135 Ments of the Hammond Council Parent Teach- grew into an incredible high school athlete
B”;i?éec' thﬁlynn ) M:ﬂ{gﬂd NM\A gg;gg er Association (PTA) as it celebrates the while playing football and basketball at
Kelly Ga‘; Somenville, MA 77473 PTA's 2004 Founders’ Day. This very impor- Wausau High School. He was such an accom-
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Karythy Porter ... Takoma Park, MD ... 17299 February 13, 2004 at the Dynasty Banquet inducted into the National High School Hall of
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Ivan Fende . Chocolay Charter, i 7ug  The National PTA was founded in 1897 by  After high school, he became a standout
giazyaggtwfa"dgo'a"d éﬁr;rl]esv\{lalgewN ggg% Ms. Alice McLellan Birney and Ms. Phoebe halfback for the University of Wisconsin Badg-
James Jadwin Dayton, MN 4699 Apperson Hearst. In 1970, the National Con- ers during the 1942 season. The Badgers fin-
Gary Doty ... Duluth, MN 86228  gress of Colored Parents, which was founded ished the 1942 season 8-1-1 and were
Jeff Kagermeier Mankato, MN . 32,427 ! . S A .
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Victor de Luca Maplewood, NJ 2388 acy of the PTA's founders through many then with the Los Angeles Rams from 1949
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growth of costly Medicare Long Term Care
Hospital (LTCH) beds until enough information
is available to determine whether continued
growth is required to meet the needs of our
seniors and people with disabilities.

The number of these facilities has increased
substantially from 109 to 300 in the past dec-
ade and Medicare expenditures directed to
these facilities have grown from $398 million
in 1993 to an anticipated $2.3 billion in 2005.
The recent 275% increase in facilities and
over 500% increase in Medicare expenditures
are dramatic. It is time for Congress to ques-
tion whether this rapid growth reflects a true
increase in clinical need or just a means to
game robust profits from Medicare.

LTCHs are one of four types of post-acute
settings that are reimbursed under Medicare.
Patients in these facilities have medically com-
plex conditions that include ventilator depend-
ency, multiple medical system failures, com-
plicated infectious conditions, wound care and
post-surgical recuperation. These patients
generally have stays in these facilities of 25
days or more. Currently, only 1 percent of
Medicare beneficiaries discharged from acute
hospitals are transferred to LTCHs. These fa-
cilities are the most expensive on average of
all the post-acute alternatives with a base rate
cost per patient episode being $35,700.

The growth in the long term care hospital
sector is being fueled by large for-profit com-
panies that are reporting significant revenue
increases and robust profit margins. Their
margins are significantly higher than those for
acute hospitals and skilled nursing facilities.
Wall Street recognition of the industry’s posi-
tive financial outlook is likely related to the 300
percent increase that has been posted this
year in the stocks of these publicly-traded
companies.

Recent data from the non-partisan Medicare
Payment Advisory Commission (MedPAC)
suggests that there may also be substantial
overlap between the types of patients being
treated in LTCHs and skilled nursing facilities;
despite LTCHs costing 4-5 times more. The
potential for LTCHs to substitute for less costly
skilled nursing facilities is exacerbated by the
fact that there is currently no clinical patient
admission criteria under Medicare for LTCHs.

A review of the LTCH Medicare provider
network raises a number important public pol-
icy questions. These questions include:

Is there evidence of clinical need to support
the rapid growth in LTCH facilities?

Is the current Medicare payment system in-
appropriate or is the reimbursement amount
excessive for LTCH services?

Are LTCHs and skilled nursing facilities clin-
ical substitutes? If so, are there clinical criteria
that can be developed to determine which pa-
tients require LTCHs vs. skilled nursing facili-
ties?

This legislation simply places a moratorium
on the future growth of this provider network
category until these questions are answered.
The Secretary of Health and Human Services
may terminate this moratorium upon obtaining
adequate information to address these ques-
tions and implementing any required changes
to the Medicare payment system for these
services. The Secretary is also required to
submit a report to Congress at least one
month prior to terminating the moratorium
specifying the rationale and evidence sup-
porting the termination.

It is appropriate for Congress, who is re-
sponsible for providing fiscal oversight of
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Medicare, to enact this legislation. Both
MedPAC and the Health and Human Services’
Office of the Inspector General are already in-
vestigating aspects of these issues. The LTCH
and skilled nursing home industries, patient
advocacy groups and other relevant sources
can offer additional data. Using the data ob-
tained during this moratorium, the Center for
Medicare and Medicaid Services and the Con-
gress can make an informed decision on what
interventions are necessary within the LTCH
industry to both ensure beneficiaries are re-
ceiving the treatment they require and that
Medicare funds are being prudently spent.

———

U.S. NEEDS SPACE BASED MISSILE
DEFENSE

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2004

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, today |
submit the following article from Vital Speech-
es into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. “U.S.
Needs Space-Based Missile Defense” is a
speech given by my highly respected prede-
cessor, Representative Bob Schaffer.

[From Vital Speeches, Oct. 15, 2003]
U.S. NEEDS SPACED-BASED MISSILE DEFENSE

ADDRESS BY BOB SCHAFFER, FORMER U.S. CON-
GRESSMAN FROM COLORADO, DELIVERED TO
THE COUNCIL FOR NATIONAL POLICY, COLO-
RADO SPRINGS, COLORADO, SEPTEMBER 26, 2003

Thank you, Ambassador Cooper. Good
afternoon ladies and gentlemen. | have been
a long-time admirer of Ambassador Hank
Cooper since before I went to Congress in
1996. As a Member of Congress, | relied on
the Ambassador’s judgment and vision for
guidance when considering questions of
America’s defense against those who would
threaten our liberty.

The district | represented, up until Janu-
ary of this year, in Congress was essentially
the entire eastern half of Colorado—very
rural. Consequently, the committees to
which | was assigned in Congress had to do
with agriculture, natural resources and edu-
cation. | served on no committees that had
direct involvement with national defense,
foreign affairs or military preparedness.

But as one who represented a constituency
of broad interests, | endeavored to learn as
much as | could about national defense. And
the more | learned about the very real threat
America faces with respect to long-range
missile attack, the more | became convinced
that there are not enough leaders in Con-
gress paying attention to this vital national
security concern.

As Ambassador Cooper mentioned, my in-
terest led me around the world meeting with
parliamentarians and defense leaders of
other nations. I made eight trips to Russia,
as many to Ukraine, and others to Asia, Cen-
tral Asia, and Europe.

Since September 11th, America has been
focused on combating terrorism in Afghani-
stan, Iraq and elsewhere. We have been reori-
enting our national defense to address the
weakness exploited by the terrorists who
killed Americans on American soil, and to-
ward protecting Americans abroad from
similar potential attacks. This, of course, is
necessary and exactly what we should be
doing.

America is not focused enough on conven-
tional threats.

Let me explain my concern for national se-
curity through an analogy of home security.
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As homeowners, we put the toughest lock,
where, on the front door, right? Well, the
burglars have figured out how to get in
through the windows. In response,we are now
fortifying our windows, doubling them up,
and locking down the smaller points of ac-
cess. This maks perfect sense.

However, my friends, we are leaving the
front door wide open to conventional attack
from potential threats far more sophisti-
cated and direct than the terrorists of rogue
nations. We can’t forget that countries like
China still maintain arsenals of long-range
ballistic missiles targeted at American cities
like the one we’re in right now. From their
current launch sites, these missiles are just
a half-an-hour away from their American
targets. Once launched, we have no defense
against them.

Good leadership is essential.

As a suggestion, | was asked to speak on
what it will take for us to build the effective
defenses we need, to defend us from the in-
creasing threat and proliferation of ballistic
missiles of all types, whether short-range,
intermediate-range, and long-range, capable
of attacking our homes and cities.

Two words will do. Good leadership.

In one way, the current Bush administra-
tion has displayed good leadership in its mis-
sile defense program. It has exerted the will
to deploy a missile defense as seen in its de-
cisions to withdraw from the 1972 ABM Trea-
ty, deploy a National Missile Defense sys-
tem, and increase funding.

As a result of President Bush’s leadership,
the 1972 ABM Treaty resides in the dustbin of
history. As a result of President Bush’s lead-
ership, the United States stands on the verge
of deploying a National Missile Defense sys-
tem, which is expected to reach initial oper-
ation in the next few years.

It may be helpful to review some high-
lights of the National Missile Defense pro-
gram, if only to point how Americans not
only have the desire to defend themselves
from ballistic missile attack, they also have
the commitment and ability to build a de-
fense.

Highlights include how:

In early September Northrop Grumman
submitted a bid to compete for the Missile
Defense Agency’s Targets and Counter-
measures prime integration program, valued
at more than $1 billion for an initial four-
year program. The Bush administration
takes the issue of mid-course-phase decoys
and countermeasures seriously.

In August this year, progress was reported
on the construction of a $900 million sea-
based X-band radar, which will be home
ported at Adak, Alaska, in the Aleutian Is-
lands superceding earlier plans to build a
ground-based Xband radar on Shemya Island,
also in the Aleutians.

This sea-based X-band radar will be self-
propelled, using a semi-submersible oilrig
being modified at shipyards in Brownsville
and Corpus Christi. The radar will weigh
50,000 tons and be 390 feet long and 250 feet
high. Scheduled to begin operation in 2005,
this sea-based X band radar will hand off bal-
listic missile tracking information to inter-
ceptors located at For Greely, Alaska, and
Vandenberg Air Force Base.

Also in August, Orbital Sciences Corpora-
tion test launched from Vandenberg a proto-
type of the three-stage booster to be used in
the ground-based interceptor for our Na-
tional Missile Defense system.

President Bush’s plan calls for deploying
by 2004, four ground-based interceptors at
Vandenberg, and six groundbased intercep-
tors at Fort Greely, increasing the number
of ground-based interceptors deployed at
Fort Greely to a total of 20 by the end of
2005.

Contracts have been let for pouring con-
crete for the missile silos at Fort Greely, and
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